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Introduction & Jurisdiction

Understanding the basics before you step into a Family Court in Delhi NCR.

Why this guide exists

Delhi NCR has one of the busiest matrimonial court systems in India. Every year, thousands of
families approach Family Courts for mutual consent divorce, contested divorce, maintenance,
domestic violence matters, child custody, and related disputes.

For many people, the very idea of appearing in court feels overwhelming. This guide is meant to
simplify the process, explain basic concepts in plain language, and give you a clear sense of what
to expect — especially if it is your first time visiting a Family Court.

What this guide covers

This handbook focuses on practical, location-specific information for Delhi and the surrounding
NCR region. It explains:

e How jurisdiction works in matrimonial cases in Delhi NCR

e Which Family Courts are located where, and which areas they broadly cover

e Basic filing steps for mutual consent and contested divorce

e How mediation and counselling fit into the process

e Practical tips and checklists for first-time court visitors

Jurisdiction in matrimonial cases - the core idea
One of the first questions most people ask is: “In which court should we file the case?” In
matrimonial matters, the law allows a case to be filed at certain legally recognised places.

Broadly, a divorce petition may be filed at any of the following locations:

e Where the marriage was solemnised
e Where the couple last lived together as husband and wife
e Where the wife is currently residing (for many types of petitions)

e Where either spouse is residing, in the case of mutual consent divorce

Practical Tip: Before filing any petition, it is sensible to ask your lawyer for a clear jurisdiction
check based on residence, last place of cohabitation, and other relevant details. This can save
months of time later.



Family & Matrimonial Courts in Delhi (Part 1)

Courts serving New Delhi, Central and West Delhi.

Overview of Delhi Family Courts

Delhi has six main District Court complexes which handle matrimonial and family disputes. Each
complex has its own set of Family Court judges, mediation facilities, and filing sections. The
summaries in this section help you understand where each court is located and what to expect on
a typical day.

Patiala House Courts (New Delhi District)
Often chosen for mutual consent divorces by residents of central New Delhi.

Address: Tilak Marg, near India Nearest Metro: Udyog Timings: 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Gate, New Delhi Bhawan (Yellow Line) (Mon-Sat)

Broad Jurisdiction: New Delhi
district matrimonial matters

Patiala House Courts are centrally located and relatively easy to access from Connaught Place,
India Gate, and surrounding areas. The Family Courts and filing sections are usually on the
lower floors, with a separate mediation centre.

Tip: Reach by 9:45-10:00 AM and carry multiple photocopies. Security may check bags and IDs; a
simple file folder keeps documents organised.

Tis Hazari Courts (Central 8& West Delhi)
One of the oldest and busiest court complexes in Delhi.

Address: Rani Jhansi Road, Nearest Metro: Tis Hazari Timings: 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Delhi (Red Line)

Broad Jurisdiction: Central &
West Delhi matrimonial cases

Tis Hazari is a very high-volume court complex, with multiple Family Courts functioning
simultaneously. Filing counters and administrative rooms can be quite busy, particularly in the
first half of the day.

Tip: Check the online cause list for your case number before entering. Photography is strictly not

allowed inside the premises.



Family & Matrimonial Courts in Delhi (Part 2)

Courts serving South, South-East and North-West Delhi.

Saket Courts (South & South-East Delhi)
A modern complex serving South Delhi and nearby areas.

Address: District Court Nearest Metro: Saket (Yellow Broad Jurisdiction: South &
Complex, Saket Line) South-East Delhi

Saket Courts are known for a contemporary layout and organised internal structure. The
mediation centre for matrimonial disputes is active and frequently used, especially in
contested cases where the court directs parties to attempt settlement.

Tip: Parking space is limited and fills quickly. Using the metro or arriving early reduces last-minute
stress.

Rohini Courts (North-West Delhi)

Handling a large volume of criminal and matrimonial matters.

Nearest Metro: Rohini West (Red Line) Broad Jurisdiction: North-West Delhi families
Rohini Courts see a significant number of domestic violence cases, maintenance applications,
and contested matrimonial disputes. Administrative scrutiny of documents may sometimes
take additional time due to the workload.



Family & Matrimonial Courts in Delhi (Part 2 -
Continued)

Courts serving South-West and East Delhi.

Dwarka Courts (South-West Delhi)
A key court complex for residents of Dwarka and South-West Delhi.

Nearest Metro: Dwarka Sector 10 (Blue Line) Broad Jurisdiction: South-West Delhi
matrimonial matters

Dwarka District Courts have active Family Court benches and mediation facilities. The
environment is relatively structured, making it a commonly preferred venue for mutual
consent divorce filings for residents of Dwarka and nearby localities.

Karkardooma Courts (East Delhi)
Serving East Delhi and surrounding regions.

Nearest Metro: Karkardooma (Pink Line) Broad Jurisdiction: East Delhi matrimonial
disputes

Karkardooma Courts house several Family Courtrooms handling divorce, domestic violence,
maintenance, and custody matters. It is an important complex for residents of East Delhi and

nearby areas.

Note: Exact territorial jurisdiction, courtroom locations, and room numbers can change over time. For
the latest information, always check with your advocate or the court’s official notice boards on the day
of hearing.



Family Courts in NCR (Gurugram, Noida, Ghaziabad,
Faridabad)

A quick orientation to key Family Court locations in the broader NCR region.

Gurugram Family Court
The Family Courts in Gurugram function from the District Court complex near Rajiv Chowk. A

large number of mutual consent divorce petitions are filed here, as many Delhi NCR
professionals live in Gurugram residential sectors.

Noida & Greater Noida Family Court

Family Court matters for Noida and Greater Noida are generally heard at the Surajpur Court
Complex in Gautam Budh Nagar district. Residents of major Noida sectors, Greater Noida, and
nearby areas typically fall under this jurisdiction.

Ghaziabad Family Court
Matrimonial disputes for Ghaziabad district are handled at the Family Court situated within

the Raj Nagar District Court complex. Many families with close links to East Delhi also have
cases listed here.

Faridabad Family Court
Family Court matters for Faridabad are heard at the court complex in Sector 12. Residents of

Faridabad city and nearby localities generally approach this court for divorce, maintenance,
and child custody cases.

Note: Exact territorial jurisdiction within NCR can depend on municipal limits, police station areas,
and residence of the parties. Your lawyer can help confirm whether Delhi, Gurugram, Noida,

Ghaziabad, or Faridabad is the most appropriate forum in your individual situation.



Filing Procedure in Delhi NCR Family Courts (Part 1)

Basic documents and initial steps for Mutual Consent Divorce (MCD).

Basic documents usually required
While the exact list may vary, the following are commonly asked for:

e Marriage certificate (or proof of marriage)

e Identity proof of both spouses (Aadhaar, passport, etc.)

e Address proof of both spouses

e Recent passport-size photographs

e Marriage photographs (for identification in some cases)

e Joint petition or individual petition drafted and signed with a lawyer
e Affidavits and Vakalatnama

e Any relevant orders or documents from previous legal proceedings

Tip: Carry at least two extra sets of photocopies. Most Delhi courts have photocopy shops just
outside, but lines can be long on busy days.

Mutual Consent Divorce (MCD) - Step-by-step

1. Drafting and signing the joint petition
Both spouses jointly engage a lawyer (or separate lawyers, if they prefer) to prepare a petition

setting out the decision to obtain a mutual consent divorce and the agreed terms on

maintenance, custody, and property, if applicable.

2. Filing and scrutiny

The joint petition is filed at the appropriate Family Court within Delhi NCR. Court staff check basic
details, verify documents, and assign a case number after scrutiny.

3. First motion hearing
On the first date, both parties appear before the judge. Their statements are recorded to confirm
that the decision for divorce is mutual, free, and voluntary. In some situations, the court may send

the parties for counselling or mediation.



Filing Procedure in Delhi NCR Family Courts (Part 2)

Cooling-off period, decree and basic contested divorce flow.

Mutual Consent Divorce (MCD) - Remaining steps

4. Cooling-off period

The law ordinarily provides a six-month cooling-off period between the first and second motions.
In appropriate cases, and subject to the court’s discretion, this period can be reduced or waived,
depending on the facts.

5. Second motion and decree

After the cooling-off period (or if waived), both spouses appear again, confirm that they still wish
to go ahead with the divorce, and the court records their final statements. Once satisfied, the court

passes a decree of divorce.

Indicative time: Many mutual consent cases in Delhi NCR are completed in around 6-8 months,
but timeframes can vary based on court workload, dates, and specific circumstances.

Contested Divorce - Simple overview

1. Filing the petition

One spouse (the petitioner) files a divorce petition based on specific legal grounds such as cruelty,
desertion, adultery, or other recognised grounds. The petition is presented at the appropriate
Family Court based on jurisdiction.

2. Issue of notice and response
The court issues a notice to the other spouse (the respondent), who then files a written statement

in reply. The court may frame issues based on the pleadings of both sides.

3. Mediation referral

In Delhi, courts often refer contested matrimonial matters to mediation centres to explore the
possibility of settlement. If parties reach an agreement, the case can sometimes be converted into
a mutual consent divorce or disposed of in terms of settlement.

4. Evidence and judgment (at a glance)

If no settlement is reached, both sides lead evidence and are cross-examined. After evidence is
completed, both sides argue the matter, and the court pronounces a judgment based on the facts

and law.

Indicative time: Contested divorce cases in Delhi NCR can take anywhere from one to three years
or more, depending on complexity, number of witnesses, interim applications, and the workload of
the particular court.



Mediation, CAW Cells & Practical Tips

Support structures around matrimonial disputes and how to prepare yourself.

Mediation in Delhi Family Courts

In matrimonial disputes, Delhi courts routinely refer parties to mediation centres. The objective is
to see whether some or all issues can be resolved amicably through discussion, rather than fully
contested litigation.

Key reasons mediation is encouraged include:

e Reducing emotional strain and conflict
e Saving time and legal expenses

e Finding flexible, practical solutions for children and finances

Important: Mediation is confidential. Discussions held in mediation are generally not treated as
evidence in the main case, unless converted into a settlement recorded by the court.

CAW Cells (Crime Against Women Cells) - Brief orientation

In addition to Family Courts, Delhi has specialised units known as Crime Against Women (CAW)
Cells. These are police-linked units that handle complaints relating to domestic violence, cruelty,

harassment, and other matrimonial issues, especially where criminal allegations are involved.
Some common functions of CAW Cells include:

e Receiving and registering complaints from women alleging cruelty or harassment
e Calling both sides for counselling and inquiry
e Attempting reconciliation or settlement where appropriate

e Recommending registration of FIR in suitable cases

For both men and women: If you are called to a CAW Cell, it is advisable to understand your legal
rights and obligations beforehand. Taking a lawyer’s guidance early in the process can help you
respond calmly and appropriately.

Practical tips for visiting any Family Court in Delhi NCR

e Arrive early: Aim to reach by 9:45-10:00 AM to account for security and queues.
e Dress neatly: Courts are formal institutions; avoid overly casual clothing.

e Carry organised files: Keep documents in a simple file or folder with labels.

e Check your case status: Use online cause lists or ask your lawyer for the courtroom and item
number.

e Keep essentials handy: Water, a small snack if needed, and your phone on silent.

e Be patient and respectful: Court staff and judges handle hundreds of matters daily.



About Bhatla Law Firm

A dedicated matrimonial and family law practice serving clients across Delhi NCR.

Bhatla Law Firm is a Delhi-based practice focusing on matrimonial, family, and related legal
matters across Delhi NCR. With over two decades of courtroom experience, we represent
clients in:

e Mutual and contested divorce

e Maintenance and alimony (including Section 125 CrPC)

e Domestic violence and related complaints

e Child custody, visitation, and parenting plans

e Property and asset disputes arising from matrimonial relationships

Our approach is to combine clear, honest advice with practical strategy — whether through
settlement and mediation, or full representation before the Family Courts, District Courts, and
the High Court.

Primary Chamber: Chamber No. 442, Patiala House Courts Complex, India Gate, New Delhi —
110001

Phone: +91-9899004529
Website: bhatlalawfirm.com

This guide is intended to support general understanding of matrimonial court processes in Delhi NCR. It does not
constitute legal advice or create an advocate—client relationship. For personalised assistance, please contact
Bhatla Law Firm directly.
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